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From the President’s Desk 

 

Honourable Members of our distinguished lead 

Society, very supportive sponsors, and the public, 

I wholeheartedly express the gratitude of the 

Nigerian Society for Plant Protection (NSPP), an 

affiliate of the International Society of Plant 

Pathology (ISPP), to you all. Compliments of the 

Season and best wishes for the upcoming Year 

2023. May the peace and joy of the Holidays be 

with you now and throughout the New Year, 

Amen!  

With utmost commitment, the Assistant National 

Secretary (ANS), Dr. Sam Orisajo, would rather 

do nothing other than ensuring that his scheduled 

quarterly publishing of the Newsletter received 

the topmost priority, particularly to spice Readers’ 

end-of-the-year holidays and to prompt us, once 

more, on our preparations towards one of the 

best Annual Conferences to be organized at the 

Bayero University, Kano, Northwest Nigeria, in 

2023. I, therefore, welcome you to Volume 8 (4) 

2022 Edition of the NSPP Newsletter which has 

reported irresistible breaking news. Be rest 

assured that this package is aimed at facilitating 

scientific innovations, scholarly communications 

and professional or interdisciplinary connectivity.  

Webinar 3. 0 and the Inaugural Lecture stated in 

the Newsletter, no doubt, will stimulate our 

dexterity in standard global best practices in 

innovative research, teaching and community/ 

industry engagements.   

However, I am not unaware of the worries being 

expressed by Senior and other colleagues in 

respect of the seeming threat to the place of plant 

protection in Nigerian educational sector due to 

the unacceptable surgery that did not provide for 

Crop Protection Discipline in the Core Curriculum 

and Minimum Academic Standard recently 

released and being reviewed. Some school of 

thought linked this development to the influence 

or consideration by/for the existence of the 

Professional Institutes and the trending calls for 

entrepreneurship/agribusiness. While individual 

and professional protests have been occasioned 

by this, and indeed have started streaming to the 

concerned responsible for the unbundling of 

Agriculture Programme, the ongoing efforts to 

professionalise Plant Protection in the country 

through the Establishment of the Nigeria Institute 

of Plant Protection (NIPP) Act will catalyze the 

Discipline as a major one, as we eagerly await 

the adoption of proposed Bill and its passage 

before the end of the legislative year.  

On the next year’s activities, thanks to ANS for 

reminding us of the 48th Annual Conference under 

the theme “Plant Health, Crop Improvement and 

Sustainable Food Security”. It will be an election 

Meeting and those wishing to avail themselves to 

serve the Society should do so but not forgetting 

that it will run from March 19 to 23, 2023, at 

Bayero University, Kano. The final 

announcement/call for abstract and the poster are 

being finalized by the Local Organising 

Committee. This Newsletter has affirmed that all 

is set for the hosting of NSPP Annual Conference 

for the second time in 53 years of existence of the 

Society, the first being in 1988 which was 34 

years ago. Records clearly showed that our 

Members from Kano and the entire Northwest 

have been actively attending/ participating joyfully 

in our conferences in other Zones without 

hesitations. Now it is their turn to be reciprocated 

by all of us. They are ready and waiting eagerly to 

host everyone. Not being in BUK shouldn’t be an 

option. Not when we already have the 

commitment of the Board of Trustees (BoT), 

Council of Fellows (COFEL), and our sponsors of 

their support and presence in Kano, come 2023. 

As you finalize arrangements to attend, do not 

forget the privilege of publishing free in the 

Nigerian Journal of Plant Protection by submitting 

quality manuscripts to the Editor-in-Chief via 

nsppjournal@gmail.com. Our eternal gratitude 

goes to the BoT, COFEL, partners and sponsors 

for supporting the Society always. On behalf of 

NSPP, I cordially invite you to visit 

www.nsppnigeria.org to donate to the Society in 

support of the Conference, Students’ grant and 

the Institute’s kick off seamlessly by clicking for 

the bank details.  

With esteemed best wishes of the Board of 

Trustees, Council of Fellows, and the National 

Executive Council, once again, I wish you happy 

holidays and eventful New Year, 2023! 

Warmest regards, 

Joe Atungwu 

  

mailto:nsppjournal@gmail.com
http://www.nsppnigeria.org/
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Webinar Series 3.0: Emerging Trends in Plant Pest 

Surveillance, Detection, Monitoring and Management  

 

  
 

he Nigerian Society for Plant Protection 
(NSPP) Webinar Series 3.0 was held on 

September 29, 2022 with the theme: 
“Emerging Trends in Plant Pest Surveillance, 
Detection, Monitoring and Management”. The 
topic was addressed by two speakers: Dr 
(Mrs.) Maria Ayodele of the International 
Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA) and Dr. 
Shakiru Adewale Kazeem of the Nigeria 
Agricultural Quarantine Service (NAQS). 
 
In their remarks, they opined that the 
increase in agricultural intensification and 
climate change has brought about:  

• increase in the emergence of plant 
pests and disease outbreaks,  

• invasion of exotic insect pests 
augmented by the native pests to 
cause the devastation of indigenous 
crops, for example, Fall Army Worm 
(FAW) and locusts, which easily 
spread from one country to another,   

• reduction in yields and also adversely 
impacting on the yield, both 
qualitatively and quantitatively. 

Hence the need for surveillance and 
detection of plant pests.  
 
The speakers noted that early pest detection 
enables timely action and helps in reducing 
yield losses by between 20 – 40% depending 
on the crop and its growth stages.  Plant 
health monitoring is key to increase yields 
and decrease environmental impact thereby 
minimizing the damage induced by pests in 
crops during growth, harvest and postharvest 
processing. 
 
Although the main techniques in use for the 
detection of plant diseases includes: 
polymerase chain reaction (PCR), 

fluorescence in-situ hybridization (FISH); 
enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay 
(ELISA); immunofluorescence (IF); flow 
cytometry (FCM); and colony forming unit 
(CFU), they are not adequate for point-of-use 
plant monitoring despite their advantages in 
terms of sensitivity, validation, and reliability 
of results. Also, they require long execution 
times, bulky instruments, specialized staff, 
and high costs and may offer late diagnosis.  
 
Several point-of-use technologies have been 
developed, such as:  

• lateral flow or portable devices for in 
field use, though, not conducive to 
continuous monitoring. 

• nanosensors for disease detection. 
Point-of-care (POC) diagnostics tools are 
required for their low cost and ability to:  

• perform analysis and provide prompt 
responses outside the laboratory, in 
order to achieve early diagnosis,  

• match surveillance purposes, and 
prevent large production losses. 

 
The emerging trends in pest detection and 
monitoring, according to the speakers, 
includes: 

• Artificial intelligence (AI) powered 
drones such as sensing drones and 
actuation drones being used for 
detection of pest hotspots and for 
precise distribution of solutions to 
establish IPM strategies; 

• Spectral Remote Sensors used to 
detect the presence of pests, mode of 
operation, and energy consumption; 

• Automatic traps to identify and monitor 
all kinds of insect pests and lure the 
insects into traps; 

• Thermal imaging to identify the density 
of pests and diseases; and 

• AI-Driven Sensing Technology 
In conclusion, the speakers opined that 
tailoring all developed technologies to specific 
challenges faced by smallholder farmers will 
go a long way to enhancing their 
effectiveness and minimize the  
environmental impact.  
 

T 
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Inaugural Lecture: Tending The Inaudible: The Management 

of Plant Afflictions with the Endowments of Nature   

 

he 71st Inaugural 

Lecture of the Federal 

University of Agriculture, 

Abeokuta, Nigeria titled: 

“Tending The Inaudible: 

The Management of 

Plant Afflictions with the 

Endowments of Nature” 

was delivered by 

Professor Ololade 

Adeduro Enikuomehin of the Department of 

Crop Protection (CPT), College of Plant 

Science and Crop Production (COLPLANT) 

of the University on Wednesday, November 

23, 2022. 

In his lecture, he noted that one of the life 

features that plants and animals share in 

common is the concept of disease – a 

situation where influences beyond the control 

of a body compel the entity to operate below 

its optimal potential. However, unlike man, a 

diseased plant is not audible – either they do 

not cry or when they do, we do not hear. 

They cannot relocate away from the point of 

threat or move around to seek help, as men 

and animals would do. These peculiarities are 

the reasons that make diseases of plants 

issues of concern and the basis for this 

Inaugural Lecture which is the account of his 

stewardship in being a 'Plant Doctor'. 

Professor Enikuomehin opined that effective 

plant disease management options must 

stem from the understanding of the specific 

Host-pathogen relationship within an enabling 

environment. Furthermore, the challenge 

being faced by resource-limited farmers 

should be the driver of plant disease 

management efforts in an environment like 

ours. His research efforts took cognisance of 

these and can thus be summarised in the 

following three (3) subheads:  

i) Identification of pathogens of crop plants. 

For a disease to be managed properly, the 

identity of the causal agent (pathogen) must 

be ascertained. This is usually taken for 

granted, especially when symptoms have 

become identifiable and common with 

specific diseases.  

ii) Assessment and evaluation of plant 

diseases. The knowledge of the causal agent 

of a disease (pathogen) helps to ascertain the 

extent of damage that is attendant to the 

pathogen. Different diseases of crops require 

different, but appropriate methods of 

assessment and evaluation. These methods 

must be adoptable with predictable 

outcomes.  

iii) Use of plant products and intercropping 

(endowments of nature) as viable options in 

plant disease management. Ash of tropical 

plants, plant extracts, combined effect of 

intercropping and plant extracts were 

reported to be effective in plant disease 

management resulting in improved yields. 

In his conclusion, Prof. Enikuomehin 

suggested that the panacea to plant 

afflictions lie within the plant and its 

surroundings. Plant-based resources such as 

crude or fermented extracts and ash, 

ecosystem management practices like 

intercropping, plant population density and 

planting arrangements have been verified to 

protect plants from fungal diseases. This 

inherent potential of nature to keep its 

balance may explain how the plant kingdom 

have survived the raging assault of plant 

pathogens over the ages. He observed that a 

missing link in the quest to utilise the 

endowments of nature in plant disease 

management is the information gap that 

currently exists between researchers and the 

indigenous farmers in the various farming 

systems. Therefore, a renewed effort is 

necessary to engage farmer's indigenous 

knowledge in the bid to unravel and exploit 

the hidden potentials of nature for improved 

crop protection. 
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Appointments and Promotions 

 

 

 
Prof. Abiodun O. Claudius-Cole was 
recently promoted to the rank of 
Professor of Plant Nematology by the 
University of Ibadan with effect from 1st 
October, 2018. Hearty Congratulations! 

 

 
Prof. Muhammadu Tajudeen Salaudeen was 
recently promoted to the rank of Professor of 
Plant Virology by the Federal University of 
Technology, Minna with effect from 1st 
October, 2020. Hearty Congratulations! 

 

 
Prof. Clement Gboyega Afolabi was 
recently promoted to the rank of 
Professor of Plant Pathology by the 
Federal University of Agriculture, 
Abeokuta with effect from 1st October, 
2020. Hearty Congratulations! 

 

 
Prof. Adebowale Adegboyega Tanimola was 
recently promoted to the rank of Professor of 
Plant Nematology by the University of Port 
Harcourt with effect from 1st October, 2021. 
Hearty Congratulations! 
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The Passing of Colleague 
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Prof. Samuel Oladeji Adesiyan, Otun Baameto of 

Ibadanland, was an erudite scholar and a retired Professor 

of Nematology/Toxicology at the University of Ibadan. He 

would be remembered for his dedication to duty, mentoring 

and immense contribution to crop protection research in 

Nigeria. He passed on to glory on the 13th of November, 

2022. 
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Upcoming Events 

               KANO-NSPP 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparations are on top gear for the 48th 

Annual Conference of the Nigerian 

Society for Plant Protection scheduled for 

Bayero University, Kano, Northwest 

Nigeria 

Date: 19 - 23 March, 2023  

Venue: Faculty of Agriculture 

Auditorium, Bayero University, Kano 

 

Side Attraction: National Essay 

Competition  

It is for undergraduate students in plant 

protection or allied disciplines. 

Check the next page for more details! 

Please, mark the date and prepare to 

attend. 

Expression of Interest to Serve As 

Reviewer of 30% Institutional 

Additional Courses to CCMAS 

Please express interest in serving as a 

reviewer by completing the Expression of 

Interest form at the link below: 

https://forms.gle/D2DgafiX1eHapK9x6 

 

 

 

 

68th Annual Conference on Soil-borne 

Plant Pathogens and the 53rd Annual 

Statewide California Nematology 

Workshop  

28 March - 30 March, 2023 California, 

USA. Website: soilfungus.wsu.edu 

 

XX International Plant Protection 

Congress  

10 June - 15 June, 2023 Athens, Greece  

Website: www.ippcathens2024.gr 

 

13th International Congress on Plant 

Biotechnology and Agriculture  

12 June - 16 June, 2023 Cayo Guillermo, 

Cuba Website: bioveg.bioplantas.cu 

 

Plant Health 2023 – APS Annual 

Meeting 12 August - 16 August, 2023 

Denver, Colorado, USA Website: 

www.apsnet.org/meetings/annual/Pages/d

efault.aspx 

 

12th International Congress of Plant 

Pathology (ICPP2023)  

20 August - 25 August, 2023 Lyon, 

France Website: www.icpp2023.org 

 

 

 

http://www.ippcathens2024.gr/
http://www.apsnet.org/meetings/annual/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.apsnet.org/meetings/annual/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.icpp2023.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


