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From the President’s Desk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let me start this briefing by profoundly 

expressing my gratitude to the Board of 

Trustees, the Council of Fellows, National 

Executive Council, and the entire 

membership of the Nigerian Society for Plant 

Protection (NSPP) for making us proud 

during the 47th Annual Conference and 

General Meeting hosted by the Federal 

University of Agriculture, Abeokuta from 

March 13 to 17, 2022, at the Conference Hall 

of Ogun-Oshun River Basin Development 

Authority, due the industrial crises that 

enveloped the University campuses in the 

country. Counting 1, 2, 3, 4, to almost 200 

people at the Opening Ceremony of which 

more than 150 were participants, no doubt, 

was a demonstration of your dedication and 

commitment to NSPP and cooperation with 

the NEC and the Local Organising Committee 

(LOC). The LOC is, once again, 

acknowledged for its doggedness and 

exemplary show of resoluteness that led to 

the success of the Conference. Now, on the 

revived and redesigned Newsletter, our 

dream to keep the stream flowing from one 

Issue to the other as at when due, has been 

sustained through the workaholic gesture of 

the Acting Assistant National Secretary, Dr. 

Sam Orisajo, to whom we are eternally 

grateful. This Vol 8 (2), June 2022 is 

inundated with reminiscences of the 

Abeokuta-NSPP 2022 Assembly of Who-is 

Who in Plant Protection in Nigeria as well as 

the private sector, particularly the cream of 

our partners, collaborators and sponsors. The 

row call was impressive and lines kept 

running longer than expected for the 

dignitaries, from several Chief Executive 

Officers/Managing Directors to 

representatives of companies and 

organizations in crop protection and related 

disciplines and industries. The President of 

CropLife Nigeria, Alh. Mahmood Tauhid 

FNSPP delivered the Keynote Address, the 

high point of which has been captured in this 

Issue to spice the Newsletter documentations 

and your reading delight.  The stories and 

memoirs reflected in the photo section, 

evidently gave the records of the formal 

decoration of over 20 Fellows of NSPP with 

beautifully designed customized professional 

gowns and the inauguration of the Council of 

Fellows, made up of all the Fellows since 

2001 (inception) and up to the 2022.  The 

news for this quarter also featured the 

reflections of the International Day of Plant 

Health events celebrated nationally and 

globally. Furthermore, early preparations for 

the 48th Annual Conference and General 

Meeting, scheduled for Bayero University, 

Kano, Northwest Nigeria is also covered in 

this edition of the Newsletter. Our 

Correspondent in Kano assured that full 

blown activities of the 48th LOC will be 

showcased with the release of the e-flyer 

before the end of June, 2022. There are 

indications that the visits to remarkable tourist 

and traditional industries sites like mat 

making, metalworking, fabrics, pottery 

manufacturing, leather tanning and 

decoration will feature in the activities lined 

up for the conference. Please, plan to attend 

as I welcome you to enjoy your reading.  

God bless you all! 

Joe Atungwu 
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Communiqué of the NSPP 47th Annual Conference 

 
  

Preamble 

The 47th Annual Conference of the Nigerian 

Society for Plant Protection (NSPP) was held 

between 13th and 17th March, 2022 at the 

Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta, 

Ogun State with the theme “Plant 

Protection, Human Security and National 

Development”. The Conference was 

attended by Plant Protectionists, Government 

officials from the Ministry of Agriculture and 

Rural Development, members of agriculture-

related Agencies and Farmers’ Associations, 

Industries, Students, gentlemen of the press 

and numerous well-wishers.  

The opening ceremony was chaired by 

Professor Felix Kolawole Salako (FSSN, 

FASN), the Vice Chancellor, Federal 

University of Agriculture, Abeokuta with over 

160 participants in attendance, comprising of 

scientists, students and stakeholders from 32 

institutions representing different Universities, 

Research Institutes, Industries, Private and 

Government Agencies/Organizations. 

Observations 

The Conference observed that: 

1. Nigeria, which currently ranked 7th in 

world population, is predicted to 

become the 3rd by 2050 implying 

concerted efforts for sustainable plant 

protection and human security leading 

to national development. 

2. Agricultural productivity in the country 

is continuously threatened by plant 

diseases, weeds, vertebrate and 

insect pests necessitating urgent 

interventions by plant protectionists. 

3. There is indiscriminate importation, 

marketing and utilization of agro-

chemicals and planting materials 

which has caused much damage to 

the Nigerian agricultural system.  

4. The Nigerian Society for Plant 

Protection is a key player and well 

positioned for tremendous 

transformation and development of the 

Nigerian economy. 

5. There is an urgent need for 

government to properly fund and 

provide suitable environment for 

private investments in research to 

tackle the challenges of pests and 

diseases in Nigeria.  

Recommendations 

The Conference recommends as follows: 

1. Crop Protection curricula in 

Universities should remain sacrosanct 

as obtained for Human and Veterinary 

Medicine.  

2. There is the need for special 

government funding on crop protection 

based research to boost agricultural 

productivity.   

3. Linkages between University, 

Research Institutes, Government and 

Industry must be strengthened with a 

view to protect plants, enhance human 

health and promote national 

development. 

4. The use of innovative mobile 

applications adaptable for smallholder 

farmers that can enhance easy 

identification of diseases and insect 

pests of plants.        

5. There is need for intensive capacity 

building in specialised areas of bio-

rationals using bio-technological and 

bio-ecological tools for management of 

pests and diseases. 

6. There is need to vigorously pursue the 

establishment of the Nigerian Institute 

of Plant Protection (NIPP) which will 

coordinate issues on plant protection 

and advise government on such 

related matters. 
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Signed 

Prof.  T. I. Olabiyi 

(Chairman, Communiqué Drafting Team) 

Signed 

Prof.  S. E. L. Alao 

(Member, Communiqué Drafting Team) 

Signed 

Dr. S. B. Orisajo 

(Secretary, Communiqué Drafting Team) 

Opening Ceremony Photo Gallery 

 

Prof. C.O.N. Ikeobi, Deputy Vice Chancellor 

(Academics), declared the Conference open 

on behalf of the Vice Chancellor of the 

Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta, 

Prof. Felix Kolawole Salako (FSSN). 

Thereafter, the President of NSPP, Prof. J.J. 

Atungwu, welcomed almost 200 people, 

comprising of participants, partners, 

collaborators and sponsors, to Abeokuta-

NSPP 2022 47th Annual Conference. He 

commended the Local Organising Committee 

(LOC) for the job well done towards giving the 

Society an auspicious and well attended 

conference in spite of the industrial crises that 

affected the University campuses all over the 

country.     

 

 

 

 
The Chairman of the BoT, Prof. David 

Olufolaji delivering the Opening Address 

 

Cross section of the participants at the well-

attended 47th Annual Conference of the 

Nigerian Society for Plant Protection (NSPP)  
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Keynote Address - Plant Protection: Key to Human Security 

and National Development - Alhaji Mahmood U. Tauhid, FNSPP 

 

 

In his Keynote Address at the NSPP 47th 

Annual Conference, Alhaji Mahmood Usman 

Tauhid declared that plant protection is the 

key to human security and national 

development. The plant protection industry, 

which NSPP belongs, is a key player in the 

Nigerian economy. It focuses on the growth 

and transformation of the economy by 

contributing to food security, improvement of 

quality of life, generating gainful employment 

and ensuring sustainability of agricultural 

production. The contribution of the 

agricultural sector to the Gross Domestic 

Product (GDP) in recent times attests to this. 

The technologies developed by the plant 

protection industry are transforming the 

agricultural sector more than ever before. The 

use of environmentally friendly pesticides, 

application of modern biotechnology and the 

development of smart systems for the 

efficient management of plant pests and 

diseases tailored particularly to smallholder 

farmers helps in increasing agricultural 

productivity.  

As the voice of our industry, the regulatory 

environment in which our industry operates is 

becoming more difficult and more challenging 

by the day. Issues concerning the 

management of highly hazardous pesticides 

(HHPs), faking and adulteration of pesticides, 

illegal trade in obsolete and banned 

pesticides, counterfeiting activities, container 

management, disposal of obsolete stocks, 

and multiple regulations to mention but a few 

challenges. 

To help mitigate the issues raised, the 

industry came up with: 

1. The Spray Service Provider 

Scheme: Farmers received special 

training on how to safely handle and 

spray pesticides. 

2. Container Management: Setting up 

centres for the collection of empty 

containers from farmers or end users. 

The containers are sorted into plastics, 

bags etc. in a central sorting/collection 

centre. The recyclable containers are 

recycled and those that cannot be 

recycled are destroyed via 

incineration.  

3. Management and Disposal of 

Obsolete Stocks: The identified 

obsolete stocks in government and 

private pesticides warehouses are 

incinerated at high temperatures, 

complying with EU emissions 

regulations, and a certificate of 

destruction issued.  

4. Use of Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE) like overalls, hand 

gloves, facemasks and boots. 

5. Anti-Counterfeiting Activities like 

awareness creation, capacity 

enhancement and sensitization on 

ways of identifying and combating 

counterfeit products. 

6. Certification and Accreditation of 

Agrochemical Dealers Nationwide 
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NSPP Fellows Decorated 

  

 

The Fellows of the Nigerian Society for Plant Protection, past and present, were decorated 

at the NSPP 47th Annual Conference for the very first time. This is a landmark achievement 

of the Board of Trustees (BoT) and National Executive Council (NEC) of our great Society. 

 

Decorated Fellow Members with the NSPP President (in white) and FUNAAB DVC, Academics  

 

Prof. S.O. Afolami (Past NSPP President and Fellow) appreciates the Society on behalf of the 

decorated Fellow Members 

 

 

 



Best Technical Session Presenter Award    

 

 

Miss Amina Jumai Salaudeen, a student from the Federal University of Technology, Minna, Niger 

State won the Best Technical Session Presenter Award during the NSPP 47th Annual Conference. 

    

The Awardee, Miss Amina (middle) 

flanked by the President, Prof. J.J. 

Atungwu (left) and BoT Chairman, 

Prof. David Olufolaji (right) 

From the right: Prof. A.A. Osipitan (LOC Chairman), Prof. 

S.O. Afolami (Chairman, Technical Session) and Dr. B.R. 

Aminu-Taiwo (Rapporteur) during the Technical Session  

 

Students Support Conference Grant Awardees    

 

Miss Blessing Oluwaseun Oluwafemi (M. Agric. student from the Department of Crop Protection, 

FUNAAB, Abeokuta) and Mr. Abdulrahman Musa (M.Sc. student from the Department of Crop 

Protection, ABU, Zaria) won the NSPP 2022 Student Support Conference Grant.  

    
Miss Blessing (left) receiving the award from 

Alhaji Mahmood Tauhid (right) flanked by 

Treasurer, Dr. A.O. Claudius-Cole (middle) 

Mr. Abdulrahman (left) receiving the award 

from Alhaji Mahmood Tauhid (right) flanked by 

Treasurer, Dr. A.O. Claudius-Cole (middle)     



NSPP Celebrates the First International Day of Plant 

Health (12th May 2022) 
 

The Nigerian Society for Plant Protection (NSPP) joined the world to mark the first International 

Day of Plant Health (IDPH) on May 12, 2022. As part of the celebration, NSPP held an hour well-

attended special webinar with the theme Plant Health Innovation for Food Security in Africa. 

The slogan of the celebration was Protecting Plants, Protecting Life which serves to remind 

everyone that human life and the planet are intrinsically connected to plants. In an Opening 

Remarks and a Press Release by the President, Prof. J.J. Atungwu, he noted that IDPH is a global 

event taking place simultaneously throughout the world following the United Nations' General 

Assembly resolution in 2020 to observe every 12th day of May as the International Day of Plant 

Health. The IDPH is to create awareness of the benefits of plant health to man and the planet. A 

Road Walk was carried out in some Zones of the Society to commemorate the day. 

    

    
   Road walk by North-West Zone of NSPP at Ahmadu Bello University (ABU), Zaria 
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

KANO-NSPP 2023 

Preparations are on top gear for the 48th 

Annual Conference of the Nigerian 

Society for Plant Protection scheduled for 

Bayero University, Kano, Northwest 

Nigeria 

Date: 19 - 23 March, 2023  

Venue: Faculty of Agriculture 

Auditorium, Bayero University, Kano 

Please, mark the date and prepare to 

attend.   

 

New CONNECTIONS: plant pathology, 

entomology and the road ahead  

28 June - 30 June, 2022 ONLINE and 

FREE  

Website: www.connectedvirus.net/new-

connections-conference/ 

 

Nanotechnology in Agriculture  

30 June - 1 July, 2022 University of 

Tuscia, Viterbo, Italy  

Contact: nanoagrischool22@unitus.it  

Website: 

www.unitus.it/it/dipartimento/dafne/summ

er-school-/articolo/nanotechnology-in-

agriculture 

 

 

 

4th International Erwinia Workshop  

2 July - 3 July, 2022 Assisi, Italy  

Website: www.icppb2020.com 

 

14th International Conference on Plant 

Pathogenic Bacteria  

3 July - 8 July, 2022 Assisi, Italy 

Website: www.icppb2020.com  

 

12th International Workshop on 

Grapevine Trunk Diseases (ICGTD12)  

11 July - 15 July, 2022  

Mikulov, Czech Republic  

Website:ucanr.edu/sites/ICGTD/Worksho

ps_559/  

 

11th Australasian Soilborne Diseases 

Symposium  

1 August - 5 August, 2022  

Cairns, Queensland, Australia  

Website: asds2022.w.yrd.currinda.com  

 

APS Plant Health 2022  

6 August - 10 August, 2022  

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA  

Website: 

www.apsnet.org/meetings/annual/PH2022 

 

Annual Oomycete Molecular Genetics 

Meeting  

22 August - 25 August, 2022  

Mendel University, Brno, Czech Republic  

Website: omgn.org/ 

 

http://www.connectedvirus.net/new-connections-conference/
http://www.connectedvirus.net/new-connections-conference/
http://www.unitus.it/it/dipartimento/dafne/summer-school-/articolo/nanotechnology-in-agriculture
http://www.unitus.it/it/dipartimento/dafne/summer-school-/articolo/nanotechnology-in-agriculture
http://www.unitus.it/it/dipartimento/dafne/summer-school-/articolo/nanotechnology-in-agriculture
http://www.icppb2020.com/
http://www.icppb2020.com/
http://www.apsnet.org/meetings/annual/PH2022
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16th International Cereal Rusts and 

Powdery Mildews Conference  

31 August - 2 September, 2022  

University of Cambridge, UK  

Website: www.niab.com/international-

cereal-rusts-and-powdery-mildews-

conference-2022 

 

BSPP2022 – Microbial lifestyles: from 

symbionts to pathogens  

5 September - 7 September, 2022  

Newcastle University, UK  

Website: 

www.bspp.org.uk/conferences/bspp2022/ 

 

International Phytobiomes Conference 

2022  

13 September - 15 September, 2022  

Denver, Colorado, USA  

Website: phytobiomesconference.org  

 

1st International Plant Health 

Conference  

21 September - 23 September, 2022  

London, UK  

Website: www.ippc.int/en/news/press-

release-the-first-international-plant-health-

conference/  

 

8th International Cereal Nematodes 

Symposium  

26 September - 29 September, 2022  

Abant, Turkey  

Website: www.cimmyt.org/events/8th-

international-cereal-nematodes-

symposium-icns/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13th Arab Congress of Plant Protection  

16 October - 21 October, 2022  

Le Royal Hotel, Hammamat, Tunisia  

Contact: Dr. Asma Jajar, Chairperson of 

Organising Committee info@acpp-

aspp.com  

Website: acpp-aspp.com 

 

XX International Plant Protection 

Congress  

10 June - 15 June, 2023 Athens, Greece  

Website: www.ippcathens2023.gr 

 

13th International Congress on Plant 

Biotechnology and Agriculture  

12 June - 16 June, 2023 Cayo Guillermo, 

Cuba Website: bioveg.bioplantas.cu 

 

12th International Congress of Plant 

Pathology (ICPP2023)  

20 August - 25 August, 2023 Lyon, 

France Website: www.icpp2023.org 

 

XX International Plant Protection 

Congress  

1 July - 5 July, 2024 Athens, Greece  

Website: www.ippcathens2024.gr 

 

9th ISHS International Postharvest 

Symposium  

11 November – 15 November, 2024  

Rotorua, New Zealand  

Website: 

scienceevents.co.nz/postharvest2024 

 

 

http://www.niab.com/international-cereal-rusts-and-powdery-mildews-conference-2022
http://www.niab.com/international-cereal-rusts-and-powdery-mildews-conference-2022
http://www.niab.com/international-cereal-rusts-and-powdery-mildews-conference-2022
http://www.bspp.org.uk/conferences/bspp2022/
http://www.ippc.int/en/news/press-release-the-first-international-plant-health-conference/
http://www.ippc.int/en/news/press-release-the-first-international-plant-health-conference/
http://www.ippc.int/en/news/press-release-the-first-international-plant-health-conference/
http://www.cimmyt.org/events/8th-international-cereal-nematodes-symposium-icns/
http://www.cimmyt.org/events/8th-international-cereal-nematodes-symposium-icns/
http://www.cimmyt.org/events/8th-international-cereal-nematodes-symposium-icns/
http://www.ippcathens2023.gr/
http://www.icpp2023.org/
http://www.ippcathens2024.gr/

