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With great pleasure, I welcome you to 

Volume 10 (Editions 1, 2, & 3) of the 

Nigerian Society for Plant Protection (NSPP) 

Newsletter. Before anything else, I extend my 

deepest gratitude to God Almighty, for 

sustaining our lives to witness yet another 

edition of our quarterly Newsletter; to the 

exceptional leadership and unwavering 

dedication to the NSPP initiative by the 

members of the Board of Trustees, headed by 

Professor D. B. Olufolaji; to the members of 

the Executive Council as well as the overall 

members of the NSPP for the immense 

support, dedication and commitment to the 

cause of the society. I would like to thank the 

Editor, Dr. Julius Bulus for nourishing us 

with the quarterly meal served through the 

Newsletter (although three editions of 

Volume 10 are now served together, due to 

the delay in releasing editions 1 and 2). 

As you immerse yourselves in the contents of 

this Newsletter, I hope you find inspiration, 

motivation, and a renewed sense of purpose. 

It is our renewed commitment to continue to 

provide you with content that challenges and 

enriches your professional journey. This 

edition captures the remarkable activities, 

outcomes, and future directions that emerged 

from our recent 49th Annual Conference, and 

other significant milestones within our 

society.  

The newsletter begins with a comprehensive 

overview of the 49th Annual Conference held 

at Rivers State University, Nkpolu 

Oroworukwo, Port Harcourt. Among the 

highlights, you will find the keynote address 

delivered by Professor N. Hudson Ukoima, 

who provided a compelling argument for the 

prioritization of plant health in national and 

global contexts. This was complemented by a 

lead paper presentation from Professor E. 

Etebu, which explored biomolecular 

approaches to sustainable plant health, 

linking it directly to human health and 

economic prosperity. The Welcome Address 

by the Chairperson of the Local Organizing 

Committee (LOC), Professor E. C. Chuku, is 

also featured, outlining the warm reception 

by the Vice-Chancellor of Rivers State 

University and the significance of hosting 

this year’s conference at their esteemed 

institution. 

The Newsletter featured the Communique of 

the 49th Conference, which captures the key 

observations and recommendations 

discussed during the event and also proudly 

presents the decoration of new NSPP 

Fellows, where distinguished members of our 

society were honored for their outstanding 

contributions to the field of plant protection. 

It further includes a conference photo gallery 

that captures the memorable moments shared 

by participants during the conference. 

At this juncture, I would also like to 

acknowledge the members of the Local 

Organizing Committee of the 49th Annual 

Conference headed by Professor E. C. Chuku 

and the LOC Secretary Dr. Uche Enmiri, for 

organizing a successful conference; and the  
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Vice Chancellor of Rivers State University, 

Professor Nlerum Sunday Okogbule, for his 

warm reception and steadfast support in 

making the event possible. To Her 

Excellency, the Deputy Governor of Rivers 

State, Professor Ngozi Nma Odu, I extend the 

Society’s deepest gratitude for gracing us 

with her presence and for her unwavering 

support for the agricultural sector. 

This Newsletter further celebrates the 

achievements of our members, reflecting the 

excellence and dedication within our 

community. In the Promotions and 

Appointments section, we recognize the 

career advancements of several of our 

members, including promotions to 

professorial ranks and key leadership 

appointments. These achievements 

underscore the continued growth and impact 

of our society in the academic and 

professional realms.  

The Newsletter highlights the success of our 

recent Webinar 6.0 on "Pest Management in 

the Face of Climate Change," which featured 

expert insights from Prof. Dr. Ahmad Hamed 

Elkenawy. This event is part of our ongoing 

effort to provide continuous professional  

 

development opportunities to our members. 

The Newsletter also provides a glimpse into 

the upcoming exciting Webinar 7.0 series on 

“Revolutionizing Crop Protection Research 

in Nigeria through the Use of Artificial 

Intelligence” to be delivered by Dr. M. E. 

Abo on Monday, September 9, 2024, by 

10:00 - 11:30 AM.  

Our dear distinguished members, it is hoped 

that as you explore the various sections of this 

Newsletter, you’ll find the content both 

informative and inspiring. This reflects our 

collective commitment to advancing the field 

of plant protection, ensuring food security, 

and contributing to the economic prosperity 

of our great nation. Let us continue to work 

together to uphold the values of our society 

and to make meaningful contributions to our 

communities and the world at large. 

It is with profound respect and excitement 

that I present to you Volume 10 (Editions 1, 2 

& 3) of the NSPP Newsletter. Thank you for 

your continued support and dedication to the 

Nigerian Society for Plant Protection. 

Remain blessed. 

Prof. A. U. Yusuf 

President

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Protocol!!! 

It is with great joy and utmost humility that I 

stand here to present my welcome address to 

this distinguished audience today. I am very 

happy that the 49th annual conference of the 

Nigerian Society For Plant Protection is 

being hosted here in the Rivers State 

University Nkpolu Oroworukwo, Port 

Harcourt for the first time since the inception 

of the Nigerian Society For Plant Protection 

about fifty four years ago which I see as a rare 

privilege.  

It is also important to note that I attended this 

conference for the first time in 2005 at the 

University of Port Harcourt and have never 

missed any conference till date. 

However, at the 48th Annual Conference in 

Bayero University, Kano 2023, the Rivers 

State University was awarded the hosting 

right which was whole heartedly accepted  

 

 

because I had already unofficially hinted my 

Vice Chancellor our intention to host the 

conference on my return from the 47th Annual 

Conference at Federal University Owerri 

where the Rivers State University 

contingents won the first position as the 

university with the highest number of 

attendees. The reason for this background 

information is to let everyone know that the 

Rivers State University came prepared to 

host this conference and we are ready.  

To my amiable Deputy Governor, Her 

Excellency Ma’am, I am grateful for your 

highly esteemed presence at this opening 

ceremony and I don’t want to take it for 

granted. To the commissioner of Education, I 

appreciate your presence Sir. Also, to my 

Local Government Chairman, I say a very big 

thank you for honouring this occasion. 

Finally, to our visitors across the Federation, 

I welcome you to our State University and 

want to reassure you that Rivers State is calm, 

friendly and hospitable State. I want you all 

to relax and enjoy the ambience of our State 

and her university. 

Thank you and remain blessed. 

 

Welcome Address by the Chairperson, Local Organising Committee (LOC): 
Professor E.C. Chuku 

 



 

 

 

 

 

As part of the activities leading up to the 

commencement of the 49th Annual 

Conference of the Nigerian Society for Plant 

Protection (NSPP), the Vice Chancellor of 

Rivers State University, Professor Nlerum 

Sunday Okogbule, warmly received the 

Executive Committee of the NSPP at his 

office. The courtesy visit took place in the 

Vice Chancellor's meeting chamber at the 

Senate building. 

The Chairperson of the Local Organizing 

Committee (LOC), Professor E.C. Chuku 

introduced the NSPP Executive Committee  

 

members, while the President of NSPP, 

Professor Abdulhameed Umar Yusuf 

provided the Vice Chancellor with a brief 

overview of the society's mission and core 

objectives. 

In his remarks, the Vice Chancellor 

expressed his gratitude to NSPP for selecting 

Rivers State University as the host institution 

for the 49th annual conference. He 

emphasized that hosting such an event aligns 

with the university's strategic goal of 

enhancing global visibility. The Vice 

Chancellor assured NSPP of his unwavering 

support and, in a gesture of goodwill, 

presented a souvenir to each member of the 

Executive Committee. He then implores 

members to take time and enjoy the beautiful 

environment of the university.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rivers State University Vice Chancellor Welcomes NSPP Executives, 

Presents Souvenirs Ahead of the 49th Conference 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plant health is a situation whereby plants 

carry out their physiological functions such 

as reproduction, excretion, growth to mention 

a few. Relatively healthy plants can carry out 

other functions as adding oxygen into the 

atmosphere and the removal of carbon iv 

oxide from the atmosphere, reduce erosion, 

prevent flooding and provide fruits and 

medicine. On the contrary, plants that cannot 

carry out these functions are said to be 

unhealthy. In between are plants that appear 

to be healthy but are sick, such plants are said 

to suffer from latent infection. Unfortunately, 

there are factors that can cause plants to be 

sick. These factors include: man, nutrition, 

temperature, humidity, light, gas etc. 

Environmental factors such as temperature 

(high or low), can either cause excessive 

water loss from plants and sudden death or at 

low temperature reduce plants activities such 

as growth rate, yield and even death of plants. 

High humidity or excess water from the 

atmosphere or even flooding can inundate 

plants and cause death of plants. Gas flares 

can scorch plants and cause death of plants. 

That is why government must ensure that 

gases should be converted to usable forms in 

Nigeria. About 10.027 billion standard cubic 

feet (SCF) of gas was flared in 2022, 3223 

SCF flared monthly. Nigeria losses 233 

billion naira (761.6 million US Dollars) 

monthly due (Emmanuel, 2023; World Bank, 

2022). 

Man, directly and indirectly cause harm on 

plants health. Man, directly destroys plants 

by cutting down plants using machines or 

manually. Man can also indirectly harm 

plants through importation of infected plant 

materials into the country. Another instance 

of indirect way man cause harm on plants is 

by carrying contaminated materials into crop 

fields.  

Nearly 25 million Nigerians are at risk of 

facing hunger due to food shortage caused by 

climate change, insurgencies, rise in food 

prices, kidnapping and Armed banditry 

(Rajat, 2023). Also, widespread flooding in 

2022 in Nigeria damaged about 676,000 

hectares of farmlands which reduced harvest 

and increased the risk of food shortages 

amongst families across Nigeria (National 

Emergency Agency, 2022). 

It is pertinent to point out that plant health is 

directly linked to human health. Life will 

almost be impossible without plants. 

Nature’s 9 most powerful plants which are 

used to treat some ailments and demonstrate 

the benefits of plants on human health are: 

Ginkgo biloba, Curcumis longa, Oenothera 

biennis, Linum ustalissimum, Melaleuca 

alternifolia, Echinacea purpurea, Citrus 

paradise, Lavendula angustifolia, Matricaria 

and chamomilla. 

Economic importance of crops is clearly 

discussed by Mohammed (2019). This 

includes: 

 

Keynote Address: Prioritizing Plant Health for Enhanced Human Health and 

Economic Prosperity in the 21st Century 

Professor N. Hudson Ukoima 

Professor  

 



 

 

1- Spices contains high portion of fat, 

protein, carbohydrate. Also, 

micronutrients and antioxidant 

properties. This includes, Coriander, 

Clove, Red pepper, Garlic, Tarmarind 

etc. 

2- Oil plants provide various oils use for 

cooking, painting etc. Such plants 

include: Sunflower, Castor, Walnut, 

Peanut, Avocado etc. 

3- Legumes, Cereals, provide source of 

protein carbohydrate for both humans 

and livestock. 

4- Drugs are produced from several 

plants that are used for curing 

ailments. 

5- Plants are source of biofuels, 

Alcohols, Bio ethanol.  

6- Plants are grown for ornamental 

purposes, fodder for livestock, timber 

for various domestic and industrial 

structures. 

7- Plants are also use for bio-pesticides 

formulations, fibres, wax etc. 

8- Plants are sources of oxygen, human 

consume 550 L of oxygen per day. A 

100 ft tree, 18 diameters base 

produces 6000 pounds of oxygen. 

 

 

 

It is important to point out that crop 

production accounted for 19.63% of the 

nominal GDP in the first quarter of 2023. 

Agriculture accounted for 24% of GDP from 

2019-2023. 

Hence, the issues discussed above 

undoubtedly demonstrate why prioritizing 

plant health is inevitable and must be 

considered always. Indeed, healthy plants 

play a vital role in the wellbeing of any 

nation.  

In summary, plants are very important to 

man, animals, insects, birds and even 

microbes. It is almost impossible to live 

without plants. Therefore, it is imperative that 

plants must be protected for our benefits as 

enumerated earlier in this write up. Finally, it 

must be noted that no plants, no life. I do not 

intend to turn this keynote address to a paper 

presentation. I will leave the rest of our 

scientists to do the needful. Once again 

welcome to the Rivers State University, 

Nkpolu-Oroworukwo Port Harcourt.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brief citation and 

decoration, and 

presentation of Fellowship 

award to Dr. Akaamaa 

Clement Wada 

DECORATION OF NEW FELLOWS!!! 

Brief citation and 

presentation of Fellowship 

award to Prof. Afiniki Bawa 

Zarafi, who was represented 

by Prof. Anna Malgwi 

 

Brief citation and 

presentation of Fellowship 

award to Prof. Jonathan 

Jeremiah Atungwu, who 

was represented by Dr. 

Yekini 

 

 



 

Preamble 
 

Members of the Nigerian Society for Plant 

Protection (NSPP) held their 49th Annual 

Conference at Rivers State University, Port-

Harcourt, Nigeria from 5th - 9th May, 2024. 

The theme of the conference was 

“Prioritizing Plant Health for enhanced 

human health and economic prosperity in 

the 21st Century”. The Conference was well 

attended by notable and reputable Plant 

Protectionists, Government officials, 

Members of Agriculture and allied agencies, 

Farmers’ associations, Captain of Industries, 

Students, Gentlemen of the press and 

numerous well-wishers. 
 

The opening ceremony was chaired by her 

Excellency, Prof. Ngozi Nma Odu, the 

Deputy Governor of Rivers State with the 

Vice Chancellor, Prof. S.N. Okogbule, 

Deputy Vice Chancellor (Administration) 

Prof. Victor A. Akujuru and Deputy Vice 

Chancellor (Academics) Prof. Valentine B. 

Omubo-Pepple, Rivers State University. 

Welcome address was delivered by her 

Excellency, Prof. Ngozi Nma Odu, the 

Deputy Governor of Rivers State. The 

opening ceremony also featured a welcome 

address from Prof. A.U. Yusuf, the National 

President of the Nigerian Society for Plant 

Protection (NSPP). Goodwill messages were 

delivered by Dr. Z.G.S. Turaki on behalf of 

the Executive Director, Lake Chad Research 

Institute, Maiduguri; Prof. T. I. Olabiyi on 

behalf of the President, Association of 

Organic Agriculture Practitioners of Nigeria 

(NOAN) and Prof. B. Claudius-Cole on 

behalf of the Nigerian Society of 

Nematologists (NISON). 
 

The Keynote address, was presented by Prof. 

N. Hudson Ukoima of Rivers State 

University, Port-Harcourt titled “Prioritizing 

Plant Health for enhanced human health 

and economic prosperity in the 21st 

Century”. The Lead Paper was delivered by 

Prof. E. Etebu of the Niger Delta University, 

Bayelsa on “Bio-Molecular approaches to 

sustainable plant health and its nexus to 

human health and economic prosperity”. 

Three active members of the Society, namely: 

Prof. J.J. Atungwu, Prof. A.B. Zarafi and Dr. 

A.C. Wada were given NSPP Fellows. 

  

The conference was well attended with over 

130 participants across Nigeria and Africa. 

Participants of the conference were from over 

50 Institutions - representing Universities, 

Research Institutes, Industries, NGOs, 

Farmers’ group, Private and Government 

agencies. 
 

Observations: 

Sequel to the various presentations and 

discussions during the plenary and technical 

sessions, the following observations made 

were: 
 

1. Plants are susceptible to some natural 

biotic and abiotic factors leading to 

many disease conditions. 

2. Plant diseases can lead to 100% crop 

loss if appropriate management 

measures are not in place. 

3. The application of synthetic 

chemicals was identified as the most 

common method of plant disease 

management. 

4. Synthetic chemicals were associated 

with environmental pollution and the 

source of certain environmental, 

livestock and humane disorders, 

making them unhealthy. 

5. Agricultural practitioners are most 

peasant farmers who are unlearned 

and found to use synthetic chemicals 

indiscriminately. 

6. Some crop produce and animal 

products are unhealthy with the 

presence of concomitant 

contaminants and chemical residue  

 

COMMUNIQUÉ OF THE 49TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE  



 

 

7. leading to rejection at local and 

export markets. 

8. Agricultural productivity in the 

country is continuously threatened by 

plant diseases, weeds, vertebrate and 

insect pests that necessitate urgent 

interventions of the plant 

protectionists. 

9. Food insecurity is largely caused by 

climate change, farmers/herdsmen 

clashes, natural disasters, and low 

adoption of modern agricultural 

techniques. 

10. Plant health Practitioners have a role 

to play in developing pests and 

disease resistant crops with enhanced 

nutritional qualities leading to 

improved food security. 

11. There was low turnout of students’ 

enrolment in Agriculture especially 

with reference to Crop Protection  
 

Recommendations: 

1. Ensuring healthy plants are essential 

for stable food production, healthy 

living, sustainable food security and 

hunger prevention. 

2. Monitoring and maintaining plant 

health contribute to safer food and 

human health. 

3. Sustainable crop protection practices 

such as use of non-synthetic pesticide 

approach should be     embraced. 

4. Government at all levels should train 

peasant farmers on the appropriate 

use of agricultural inputs. 

5. The Government in collaboration 

with the industries, NGO’s etc should 

embrace healthy production of crop 

produce and animal products. 

6. The Government should encourage 

appropriate companies, institutions or 

NGOs that can help plant protection 

communities with the modern 

molecular techniques in tackling the  

 

 

7. issues of human health and economic 

prosperity. 

8. The use of innovative mobile 

applications, adaptable for 

smallholder farmers that can enhance 

easy identification of diseases and 

insects should be encouraged. 

9. Passage of the Bill now before the 

National Assembly, establishing the 

Nigerian Institute of Plant Protection 

(NIPP) which will coordinate issues 

on plant protection and advise 

government on related matters should 

be completed within a shortest period 

of time. 

10. The Government should start Plant 

Doctor programme just like 

Veterinary and Human Doctors at 

various Universities in Nigeria in 

order to boost plant and human 

health and services.   
 

Conclusion: 

It becomes imperative for the three tiers of 

Government, be it Local, State and Federal, 

to holistically engage Plant Protection 

Practitioners in the production of safe to eat 

food (healthy food) for improved human 

health, export market and economic 

prosperity in Nigeria. 

 

Prof. T.I. Olabiyi (Chairmanof Communiqué, 

MNSPP)  

---------------------------------- 

 

Dr. B.S. Wudil (Member, MNSPP) Dr. 

Aminu-Taiwo, B.R. (Member, MNSPP) 
 
 

Dr. A.K. Oyetunde (Secretary, MNSPP) 
---------------------------------------------------- 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Promotions and Appointments 

Dr B. T. Magaji promoted to 

the rank of Professor of 

Entomology effective from 1st 

Oct 2021. ABU Zaria. Kaduna 

State. 

 

Dr. O. Segun promoted to the 

rank of Professor of 

Nematology effective 1st 

October 2021. FUNAAB 

Abeokuta. Ogun State. 

 

Dr Baba Sani Wudil, Promoted to 

the rank of Ass. Professor of 

Entomology. Bayero University, 

Kano, Kano State. 

Dr Mrs C. Ekhuemelo 

promoted to the rank of Ass. 

Prof. of Plant Pathology with 

effect from Oct. 2020. Joseph 

Sarwan Tarka University, 

Makurdi, Benue State. 

 

Dr. O.O. Oladele promoted 

to the rank of Ass. Professor 

Plant Pathology. FUTA 

Akure Ondo State 

 

Dr. F. K. Mohammed promoted to the 

rank of Professor of Plant Nematology 

effective from October 1st, 2022. 

University of Maiduguri. Borno State. 

 

Dr. Chris Eche has been appointed as 

the HOD of Department of 

Environmental Sustainability of 

Joseph Sarwuan Tarka University 

Makurdi. 

Prof. Ibrahim Umar has been appointed as the 9th 

substantive Vice Chancellor of Modibbo Adamawa 

University Yola by the university governing council 

on the 14th of August 2024. 



 

The 6th webinar in our series was a resounding success, with strong participation and high 

engagement from our members. The session, titled "Pest Management in the Face of Climate 

Change," was expertly delivered by Prof. Dr. Ahmad Hamed Elkenawy from the Department of 

Biological Control, Plant Protection Research Institute, Cairo, Egypt. Prof. Elkenawy provided 

invaluable insights into the challenges posed by climate change on pest management and offered 

practical strategies to address the increased pest pressure we're currently facing. Stay tuned for our 

next exciting webinar!  

Check out the highlights below! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Webinar!!! 

 

7th upcoming exciting webinar series: Revolutionizing Crop Protection 

Research in Nigeria through the Use of Artificial Intelligence!!! 

Date: *Monday September 9, 2024* 
 
Time:  *10:00 - 11:30 AM*  
 
Meeting ID: 593 112 5401 
Passcode: EME150 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/5931125401?pwd=A1maZ7wM523dhvRiMm07NZX03RNYkC.1&omn=89034208084 

Acknowledgements:  

Thanks to the National Executive Council of NSPP for your contributions. 

Appreciation goes to all the contributors.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFERENCE PHOTO GALLERY!!! 

The Deputy Governor of Rivers State Prof. 

Ngozi Nma Odu graced the opening 

ceremony and wished members well. 

 

NSPP Excos during the courtesy visit to 

the Vice Chancellor of Rivers State 

University. 

 

 
  Participants well seated at the 

conference 

 

Students of the University entertaining members through 

cultural display 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS!!! 



 



 



 

 



 

The 50th Annual Conference of the Nigerian 

Society for Plant Protection (NSPP) will be 

hosted by Modibbo Adama University, Yola, 

in 2025. This follows the successful bid 

presented by Prof. (Mrs.) Malgwi during the 

49th conference held at Rivers State 

University in May 2024. I am pleased to  

 

announce that the University Management 

has graciously accepted the hosting rights, a 

decision communicated to the Society 

through the Local Organizing Committee, 

chaired by Prof. (Mrs.) Malgwi. The Society 

extends its sincere gratitude to the University 

management and encourages all members to 

plan for this Golden Jubilee conference. 

 

 

 

 

 

Excitement Sweeps through NSPP as Prof. Ibrahim Becomes Substantive Vice 
Chancellor of Modibbo Adama University! 

The national leadership and members of 

NSPP buzz with jubilation following the 

appointment of Prof. Ibrahim as the 

substantive Vice-Chancellor of Modibbo 

Adama University, an esteemed member of 

our Society. The announcement was met with 

resounding applause from NSPP members, 

celebrating one of our own reaching such a 

prestigious leadership role. 

In recognition of this monumental 

achievement, the NSPP Executive Council 

swiftly penned a heartfelt congratulatory 

letter to Prof. Ibrahim, wishing him 

continued success in his new position. 

Adding to the excitement, the timing couldn’t 

be more perfect! As we prepare to celebrate 

the Golden Jubilee conference of NSPP in 

2025, having Prof. Ibrahim, a dedicated 

member of our Society, at the helm of the 

university hosting our landmark 50th 

anniversary is truly remarkable. The synergy 

between NSPP and the leadership at 

Modibbo Adama University promises to 

make this upcoming conference an 

unforgettable milestone in our history! 

Important historical places in Adamawa: 

Mandara mountains, Lamurde hot spring, 

The Palace of Lamido of Adamawa etc.

 

 

 

ALL ROADS LEADS TO MODDIBO ADAMA UNIVERSITY YOLA FOR NSPP 2025!!! 

 

  

   


